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e- Readiness and determinants of e-readiness of
farmers- A study onthemobilebased ICT usersin
agriculture

M Ravinder Naik Vankudothu, Rabindra Nath Padaria and Sudheep Marwah

SUM M ARY : Information and Communication Technology (1CT) playsanimportant roleinthe transfer
of agricultural information to the farming community. The benefitsand reach of such ICT interventions
amongst the farming community depend upon several factors such as e-readiness level and extent of
utilisation of the ICT based extension services. The present study as part of Ph.D. research work was
an attempt to measure the e-readiness level of the farmers of mobile based ICT users at the division of
Agriculture Extension, IARI, New Delhi. Datawere gathered from farmers (users and non users of ICT
based extension service) from Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka states of
India. Majority of the mobile advisory beneficiaries (95%) were less e-ready. Variables namely Zaid
crops, innovativeness and risk orientation showed significant and positive effect on e-readiness of the
farmers while age showed significantly negative effect on e-readiness. The findings of the study
related to e-readiness level of the farmers could provide guidance to the relevant organisations and
policy makersfor designing and implementation of I CT programmesfor the effective utilisation of ICT
based extension projects.
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